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YEAR ANNIVERSARY
The First Church in Belfast
BUILT IN 1818
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But some of our cheer-worthy events are |
public. Last night | went into the parish ha
to check on Joel who was painting the wal
of the parlor. He was joined by Todd Hall
and Richard Fiske (and on Saturday also
Marina Delune, Roger Haynes, Jackson a
Riley Hall). | was moved by their dedica-
tion, but then | heard a voice coming from
down the hall. Another member, Patty Sh
han (alright technically not a member, but
such an important part of our community)
was painting the nails of one of our more
elder members, who looked delighted! Se

vice comes in all kinds, in many ways. What

makes it beautiful is that it is done with lov
I cheer this with my whole heart.

So, in this anniversary year, | ap-
plaud this First Church community that
serves with love. As | have been reminde
by many of you, | need to tell you as well t
make sure you take care of yourselves am
all the activity. Remember to take a space
breathe...to pray...to be grateful for all we|
have been blessed with in this family of fa
One of the things | didn’t expect when | we
into ministry is the time | needed to spend
nature in order to re-energize my soul. T4
some time to re-energize. That is as impa@
tant as anything we do. It's another way o
loving God...in loving ourselves.

Blessings and love,
Kate
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Rev. Linda A. Smith, Co-Clerk
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There are multiple factors that went into the rajsof Now...where to build? It is interesting to notettha

our beautiful and historic church building and hibewame the building stands where it does in part dueddrae in
to be what it is today. What is especially wondeafre Belfast's past. A former town tax collector, Alizdker,
the parallels that one can see from 200 yearsmgart ~ had absconded with a large amount of money in 1807
present time. First and foremost, our church nexen One of the sureties on Baker’s official bond wa® &b
have been built without the early settlerge for educa- Miller. So “by a levy upon the real estate of Mill the
tion. town acquired a lot of land adjoining the gardedudge
Crosby...” When a location was sought for the buaidin
In 1816, a young minister from Harvard preached a 1818, the town voted to sell this lot to the church
sermon at the Belfast Academy. This learningtustin  “provided said Parish will purchase of Robert Miltme
was created for the purpose of “promoting pietyratity, hundred and twenty-six rods of land in a suitabtation,
and religion, and for the education of youth infslem-  and will erect a meeting-house thereon, and wibrapri-
guages and such liberal arts and sciences asidteds  ate one-fourth part of the galleries of said hdoste use
shall from time to time direct.” (Joseph Willianmsd@he of the town on Sabbath days, and will permit thealni-
History of the City oBelfast, 1877, p. 330) The preachettants of the town to build a town-house thereosuich a
was theReverend William Frothingham.The last settled situation as not to incommode said meeting-housel..a
pastor, the Reverend Alfred Johnson, who left bistmpn  will further permit said inhabitants to erect suther
in 1813 because the church could not pay his sadéily buildings thereon as the town and Parish shall adiytu
remained as one of the founding trustees of thel&ey. determine to erect, and shall lay open the redidaid lot
Since his departure, the people were not supplidd w  to be enjoyed in common by said town and Parish as
regular preaching, thus the Rev. Frothingham weiseid Town Common.” (Williamson, 140)
to come and fill the pulpit often. Rev Frothinghalso
becamepreceptor of the Academy from 1817-1818. Another parallel to today, | think. This churchis-
Reverend Frothingham was called to the pastorate abry has always been intricately involved in thede of
The First Church in Belfast in 1818. With thisicdiere the wider community of Belfast. The fact that tagation
was a new spirit among the congregation and the was was meant to be used as a Town Comgiges us someg
felt for an adequate Meeting House to house thefsiip food for thought.Public space...open to all.

build a meeting house “provided the sale of pewpayer
shall amount to a sufficient sum.” (Williamson,259) A
committee was formed to begin the planning and seek
location and a plan was submitted for a churchtysix
seven feet long by fifty in width, containing sixyur
pews.” (Williamson, 259) The estimated cost @&foting
such a building was approximately $6,000.

to secure the funding for building. Thomas Cunni
ham, Jr. took the task of auctioneer and raised the
funds required. The least expensive went for $ad,
the most, pew #62, went for $201.
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9
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Now for those who are wondering, the most expensibhave given immeasurable satisfaction to those vaab h
were not the pews in the back, the most desiregpew labored and sacrificed that it might be...”
day! When the Rev. Douglas Showalter was herava fe
weeks ago, he gave a presentation of the histocprgre- ~ Of course not everything was completed on the day o
gational churches in Maine and Massachusettsenfttitl  raising. The pews were installed in the followiregr,
“You're Sitting in my Pew!” Perhaps today thatdin 1819, as well as the Paul Revere bell, the firstcbell
would be rather rude and unwelcoming, but in ot fta  in town. The bell “bears the makers’ names, aastit.

would be appropriate. The pew truly belonged toghr- On the old stock-book of Paul Revere and Son thiisid
chaser! number 219 and its weight is given as 1260

pounds.” (Hester Prince Brown) There is a stolg that

The day was set to erect the frandeme 13, 1818. when delivered the members thought it a bit ligkii@n
Folks from the surrounding towns were invited toneo  promised and since the bells were priced by wedlght
and lend a hand. The parish committee providdabarél raised a concern. But the vote was taken to redéw bell
of punch” for the occasion. No, | do not know whasts in and it has been heard in our fair town ever since.
it, but Vicki Keller does, so ask her! Samuel Flemas
the master builder and William Frederick was a wmak. ~ The clock was placed later. Built by Phineas P.
Judge Crosby, whose property bordered the chutctvis Quimby and Timothy Chase, and installed in 183Beit
invited to say a few words. The plan for the chun@s a longs to the town of Belfast who had requestee iplaced
modified design of a church in Augusta which hasei in the church’s spire. The works were built atachine
burned down and cannot be seen today. shop at the Head of the Tide.

The day of the raising “must have been a memorable The story of this fine building is rich and intrigg. |
one,” according to Hester Pierce Brown in her bl would direct you to Williamson’s bookhe History of the
toric Churches and Homes in Main&Che church had Gty of Belfasias well adHistoric Churches and Homes of

many windows, with long rectangular panes of clgass: Maineif you would like to do a little more researchherl
y ’ 9 9 P ' Belfast Historical Museum is another great resaurées

and so far as the oldest inhabitant can say, theibywas 5 ¢\rrent stewards, we need to ask ourselvesvhmid

always painted white. Inside were high pews wibrd, \ye Jike to be remembered @ur time as church together
and above were wide, well-lighted galleries supgibtty here? For now we are all an important part of ¢hisrch’s
wooden pillars.” (p. 29) history. Let us make our ancestors and our chlgreud!

Clearly the building has undergone some renovaiions
its 200 year history. Having sat in some of thioig
pews with doors in other churches, | can assuretlyatu
we sit in a bit more comfort today. Also, theresw heat
in the completed building. The preacher often warie
tens! I'd like to quote at length Caroline Fieldrion
who wrote a detailed summary of our history for 156"
anniversary of the church: “On the outside it w@actur-
ally as we see it today, and standing as it ditly knd
alone, and in the stark simplicity of its wide basrunre-
lieved by clapboards, paint or blinds, it must hagen an
arresting object. The ground around it, only fadisti
cleared of tree stumps, gave evidence of a smatfcac-
rificed to afford a setting where nothing shouldraet
from its symmetry of proportion, and simple dignaty
line; and from granite foundation to lofty spirerriust
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Eight O’'Clock Club

SAII church members and friends are invited to attend the Eight
:O'Clock Club's annual salad supper on Thursday, June 14th at :
:5:00 pm. Attendees are encouraged to bring a salad dish and

:enjoy fellowship together. Eight O'Clock Club will provide drlnks'
tand rolls.
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2@. 200th Anniversary :
{18
of the First Church Sanctuary W

BUILT IN 18158 -ﬁ =

Upcoming Events =

33 -2 53 "3 -

Sunday, June 10th, Noon-4:00 pm

Menu: Pulled pork, BBQ chicken, or vegetarian fare, baked beans, maca-
roni n' cheese, coleslaw, cornbread, peach cobbler and ice cream, and
beverage!

Cost for the meal: $12.00 (includes commemorative mug!)
***Interested in helping out with this big event?***

We'll need cooks and servers, people to help with the raffle table, an infor-
mation table, walking greeters, game leaders, folks to help with set-up and
take-down/clean-up and more.

Call the church office or talk to a member of the 200th Anniversary Team:
Gretchen Daly, Gary Grant, Mary Grant, Todd Hall, Vicki Keller, Pastor Joel

5



A presentation on the history and tales of thetifaurch in Belfast tower clock
by Bob Stover, long-time keeper of the clock. Cand hear about this intrigu
ing part of our church's history.

Thursday, June 21, 7:00 p.m., First Church sanctuar

Free and open to the public
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June 2018

Mai Juli
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
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