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WE ARE GATHERED IN
WELCOME TO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE
Music Director: Amy Kercsmar
RECEIVING THE LIGHT
CALL TO WORSHIP
God of our mothers, gather in your children.
Give us shelter, give us healing, give us peace.
God of our fathers, be present to this generation.
Grant us strength, grant us wisdom, grant us courage.
We render to you our hopes and our fears.
We offer to you our hearts.
Take them, soften them, and shape them
into vessels of your living Word.
Let us worship.
*OPENING HYMN

“Creator God, Creating Still”

#278

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Creator God, come to make us new.
We need a brilliant clarity of vision.
Transform us in your love.
We long for a deep sense of communion.
Give us a fresh anointing of your Spirit.
We desire to fill the world with energy and hope.
We pray in the name of Christ Jesus,
your child of vision, love, and Spirit. Amen.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRY
*HYMN

“Bring Many Names”

#11
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*GREETING OF PEACE
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. (2X)
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
WE HEAR THE WORD
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

John Gage

RESPONISVE READING

Psalm 79 (p. 671, NCH)

GOSPEL READING

Luke 16:1-13

MESSAGE

“Called to be Shrewd?

Rev. Joel Krueger
WE LIVE THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father and Mother who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Thank you to the Stewardship Committee for organizing
these testimonials from members in September through October
at this time.
INVITATION TO GIVE
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DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, one.
(Note: The First Church honors the diverse languages of faith. Please sing with words that are meaningful to you. Other versions of the Doxology are found in
our hymnal, #776-781.)

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of our blessings, receive these offerings today. Increase
the joy in our giving, the strength in our serving, the depth
of our loving, and the compassion of our faith community,
in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.
WE ARE SENT AND BLESSED
*CLOSING HYMN
#495

“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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