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WE ARE GATHERED IN
WELCOME TO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE
Music Director: Amy Kercsmar
RECEIVING THE LIGHT
CHORAL ANTHEM

A musical setting of the William Blake poem titled "To See a World". Music by Edward Grieg.

To see a world in a grain of sand,
And a heaven in a wildflower,
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Holy Mother God, teach us to see
the world as you have birthed it.
Blessed Father God, teach us to touch
all that is made with reverent hands.
Good Shepherd God, show us how to lead
with love, confidence, and wisdom.
Merciful Saving God, show us how to receive
kindness and forgiveness in this life.
God who is all compassion,
who mothers and fathers and shepherds and saves,
wrap us in your love this day
as we worship you in joy.
*OPENING SONG “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
EASTER SEASON MEDITATIONMother/Shepherd God

#7

silence

WORDS OF GRACE

Joyce Rupp
I am leaning on the heart of God. I am resting there in silence.
All the turmoil that exhausts me is brought to bear on this great love.
No resistance or complaint is heard as I lean upon God’s welcome.
There is gladness for my coming. There is comfort for my pain.
I lean, and lean, and lean upon this heart that hurts with me. Strength lifts the weight of my distress. Courage wraps
around my troubles.
No miracle of instant recovery. No taking away life’s burdens.
Yet, there is solace for my soul, and refuge for my exiled tears.
It is enough for me to know the heart of God is with me,
full of mercy and compassion, tending to the wounds I bear.

*GREETING OF PEACE
Peace is flowing like a river, flowing out of you and me.
Flowing out into the desert, setting all the captives free.
Love is flowing like a river…
WE HEAR THE WORD
UNISON READING

The 23rd Psalm

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want;
he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil; for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies; thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

EASTER READING

Acts 9:36-43

MESSAGE

“Time to Rise Up”

Rev. Dr. Kate Winters

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, one.
(Note: The First Church honors the diverse languages of faith. Please sing with words that are meaningful to you. Other versions of the Doxology are found in
our hymnal, #776-781.)

*HYMN

“Blessed is the One” in honor of our mothers today

NOEL NOUVELET

Rev. Kate Winters, Belfast, ME, 2016

Blessed is the one who / knows a living faith.
Radiant a life spent / grounded in God’s grace.
Strength is her gift / to her beloved kin.
Offering her heart to / all she gathers in.
Blessed are the friends who / share in such a life.
Love is the foundation / bearing joy and strife.
Solid as rock and / soft as human skin.
Offering a heart to / all they gather in.
Blessed is the family / nurtured over time.
Tears and laughter woven / into love’s design.
Home built of welcome, / shelter found within.
Offering its heart to / all who gather in.
Blessed are the children, / each one prized and dear,
Taught by such a mother / with a message clear:
“Cherish the life, the / gift that God has giv’n.
Offer your whole heart to / love that gathers in.”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GIVE
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Bless these gifts from our hearts, Holy God. May they be a source of new life for your church and for all your children in this Easter
season. When all are fed and all have what they need, we will again cry out “Christ is risen, risen indeed!” Amen.
WE ARE SENT AND BLESSED
*CLOSING HYMN

“My Shepherd is the Living God” #247

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

WE LIVE THE WORD

