The Messenger
Newsletter of
The First Church in Belfast
United Church of Christ

June Edition
2022

The Messenger
June 2022
Vol. 29 No. 5

The First Church in Belfast,
United Church of Christ
8 Court Street
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-2282
Email:
office@firstchurchin
belfast.org

Dear Friends,
We are almost through spring and how glorious it has been! Our forsythia bushes which
have been on again-off again bloomers went full neon yellow this year. Perhaps they were competing with the daffodils which came up early and in great number. The tulips that followed didn’t last very long, but they shined. As I write, only the pink/purple variety, much softer on the
eyes, remain. At the moment, our lilac bushes are preparing to burst into color
and scent. They grow alongside the back deck of the house where I am often
writing or watching Joel garden. Every one of my senses are fully engaged in
this season.
Perhaps this is what our senses are for – to move us toward
and weave us into the environment of which we are a part. A whiff
of
lilac draws me right to the branches and I sink my nose into one
deep purple bloom. The tiny zinnia seedlings draw my eyes daily as
they begin to break ground and start to put out tiny leaves, promises of colorful bouquets to come! The soft dandelion seeds tickle my fingers when I set them free into
the breeze making me a willing part of their propagation as well as the survival of
bees. I have ducked a number of times as the engine roar of hummingbirds in chase
sweep past my ear. All of my senses are on high alert in the springtime and I find
myself engrossed in everything that is going on – a creature happily involved in her
proper habitat.
It has been a time of discovery for Joel and me since we bought our first
home two years ago. I was hoping to own a house one day, so when the church trustees decided to sell this one, we had the opportunity. What has surprised me is that I
have been far less affected by owning the house than I have by the acre and a half it
sits on. It is not the building that has made me feel grounded, but the land. The land
has somehow integrated us into a community. A community of trees, bushes, rocks,
grasses, flowers, insects, all kinds of birds, soil, chipmunks, squirrels, peepers, with
occasional visitors of turkey, fox, deer, skunk, fisher cat, bob cat, and, yes, mice. I am challenging my mouse phobia. After all, they are part of our little ecosystem here.
First came a feeling of belonging. Not that the land belongs to me. I stand with the indigenous insight that no one can really “own” the land. But I sensed that now I
belong and am responsible to all that lives and grows on it. One constant in my
life has been a longing for home, as continual moving for school and work has
kept me from knowing where and what that is. For the first time, I have a sense
of
it – home is being connected, rooted in, and responsible to a living community.
We grow into a sense of home as we get to know with whom and what we are
sharing our ground and our sky and commit toward their wellbeing as well as
our own. As our sense of home grows, so does our love.
Perhaps this is the thinking that has moved me and others to begin
“Earth Church” at First Church. Earth Church is a meeting of creation, its creatures and beings,
in mutual respect and care. One need not buy a house to find yourself at home with the land. All
you need do is pay attention. Express appreciation. Desire to return the planet to wholeness. We
had our first gathering last Friday with nine people and two dogs and all the creatures that belong
to this acre and a half. We’ll be meeting somewhere else in June. If this interests you, please talk
to Kate Wing, Cathie Jorgensen, Pastor Joel or myself. And keep your senses on high alert, because summer is coming bringing its own discoveries and delights.
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In God’s love,
Kate
2

The First Church in Belfast
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
An Open and Affirming Congregation
Rev. Dr. Kate Winters and Rev. Joel Krueger
8 Court Street, Belfast, Maine 04915
207-338-2282
office@firstchurchinbelfast.org
www.firstchurchinbelfast.org

Dear Members and Friends of First Church in Belfast, United Church of Christ;
In the last week we all have been absorbing the news that Pastors Kate and Joel will be retiring as
of January 15, 2023. We have experienced a sense of loss, and wondering what comes next in our
life together at First Church. Kate and Joel have been the co-pastors at First Church for almost 18
years, and for many they have been the only pastors we have known. So it is with a mixture of
emotions – grief, gratitude, anticipation, and especially a desire to honor and celebrate Kate and
Joel’s pastoral leadership over the years that we enter into this time of transition.
Over the next eight months we will have many opportunities to grieve and celebrate and say farewell. Meanwhile we want to let everyone know what a process of transition will look like for the congregation.
Moderator Kenn Ortmann, Vice-Moderator Deb Jenks, the members of the Pastoral Relations committee Linda Smith and Gretchen Dailey, and Cathie Jorgensen as Chair of Deacons, and the pastors have met with our Associate Conference Minister Alexis Fuller-Wright to get an overview of
pastoral transition. Here is a brief overview of the transition process:
After our time of farewell with Kate and Joel, the Church Council, in accordance with our ByLaws, will interview and select an intentional interim pastor (an individual specifically trained
for this type of work) to provide continuity in worship and pastoral care, and help facilitate
our transitional work in preparation for a search for a settled pastor.
Under the guidance of the intentional interim pastor, the congregation will engage in a time of
reflection and planning, exploring who we are, where we have come from, what are our values and beliefs, where we are going and how to get there. Out of this reflection and planning we will develop a Congregational Profile for potential candidates for the position of
pastor.
A pastoral search committee will be formed and commissioned in accordance with our by-laws.
Our open position will be advertised through our Conference and the national office of the
United Church of Christ. Our search committee will read ministerial profiles, screen candidates, conduct interviews, check references, and will select a candidate who will be recommended to the entire congregation who will vote to call the candidate as pastor.
The Church Council will meet soon with Rev. Alexis Fuller-Wright, our Associate Conference Minister, to have an orientation and conversation about the transition process. We are entering a tender
and sacred time together with Kate and Joel and as a congregation.
Please be assured that there will be additional correspondence and opportunities to keep you all
informed and to seek your participation as we move toward the future to which God is calling and
guiding us. For now, let us express our support and gratitude to Pastors Kate and Joel as we all
enter into this time of prayer and celebration.
Grace and Peace be with us all,
Kenn Ortmann, Moderator
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From the Diaconate...
The deacons are always in need of people who are
willing to read during our Sunday Services. The
readings are mailed out on Thursdays so readers
have time to review and practice. Whether you are
seasoned or new to the idea, being an integral part
of the service can be very enriching. If you have any
questions, or want to be added to our list, please let
us know by emailing office@firstchurchinbelfast.org.
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Coffee on the Deck
It’s time to revive our tradition of a fellowship
hour after the Sunday service.
We’ll keep it simple! Coffee on the deck after
church with a simple edible treat provided if
desired.
Would you like to be responsible for any one
Sunday? Please let Kate know, or call Heather
in the office to add your name to the list.
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THANK YOU!
The First Church Missions
and Social Justice Team expresses deep gratitude for
all who participated in our
recent fundraiser to aid
the Ukraine Relief Fund.
Whether you donated ingredients for the meal, helped prep and
cook in the kitchen, served, made a cash
donation, won a lovely silent auction piece
of Joel’s pottery, or stayed for the cleanup,
your combined efforts will enable the team
to send approximately $2000 to
the Ukrainian Relief Fund. We
are indeed a loving and compassionate church and it shows
when we all come together!

6

Pentecost Sunday!
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled
with he Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.” (Acts 2:1-4)

On June 5th, we will celebrate the birthday of the church, Pentecost Sunday! The day the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in that house in Jerusalem. As we celebrate this important day
in the church year, we invite you to wear the color RED to church
that day. And you can bring RED flowers to the church on Saturday, June 4th at 9:00 am which we will use to decorate the sanctuary (please put your name on your flower so we can get it back to
you after worship).
We hope to have a guest preacher that day—Rev. Jonna
Jensen—our Maine Conference Transitional Minister (her
presence with us will be determined by the level of new Covid infections in our area). Jonna was called to the Maine Conference in
September , 2020 to assist us as our conference discerns our
future calling in ministry, helping our Conference Search Committee determine the job description and choosing of the next settled
Conference Minister, and ushering us forward into that new season of our life together. She comes to Maine from the TriConference Ministries (Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota) and
brings a wisdom, heart and humor that has inspired and influenced
many of us here in the Maine Conference, UCC. We look forward
to hearing her bring the gospel message to us and hope you will
come and welcome her to First Church.
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A Greater Bay Area Ministerium (GBAM) “Journey of
the Spirit”
Event
*Song Leaders:
Jean Goldfine
Ronda Nichols
*Gathering Songs:
Weave (chorus) – Chalice
hymnal
I Will Sing of Your Love
Forever (chorus) –
temp. Christian

Con-

*Songs of Taize’
Wait For the Lord
In the Lord
Scripture for First Sunday of
Pentecost

Songs of the Spirit

2 Corinthians 13:11-13
*Songs of Taize’

For the Pentecost Season. Sunday, June 12, 4:30-5: Bug
FFor the Pentecost
Season. Sunday,
spray recommended.

June 12, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Join in short songs and choruses of: Praise, Opening
The Picnic Shelter@Moose Point State
Spirit,Park,
andSearsport.
Fostering Peace
Seating in folding chairs. Bug spray
recommended.

to the

O Lord Hear My Prayer
Nada Te Turbe/Silence
*Songs Various:
Let It Breathe on Me
Ubi Caritas
Taize’ Reading – from Brother
Lawrence
Take, O Take Me as I Am –
John Bell, Iona Community

Join in short songs and choruses of: Praise,
Opening to the Spirit, and Fostering Peace
The Format of the gathering will follow
the meditative worship style of the Taize’
Ecumenical Community in France.

Fill Me with Loving Kindness – Singing the the Journey Hymnal
O Lord Hear My Prayer

There is no charge to get in, if under 65
will ask you to put your name on a list at
the gate.

-Taize’ Reading

Nada Te Turbe/Silence
*Songs (Various):
Let It Breathe on Me
Ubi Caritas

Item
Fill Me with Loving Kindness
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Religious Education News
June, 2022
May Day: A joint project of the deacons and the youth connected with our
homebound members on May Day. The children constructed tissue paper
May baskets under the direction of Judy Williams. Candy was donated by
many to be included with the baskets. The deacons and other volunteers
distributed them on May Day or soon after. These again showed these
members that they are cherished by many even though they can not attend
the services in person.
Movie Night, Amistad: Our first Movie Night will feature the outstanding
movie, Amistad, depicting the story of the rescue of a ship of African slaves
who land in Boston. The Congregationalists played a major role in freeing
these slaves and returning them to their homes. The movie was produced
by Steven Speilberg so you know it was done well. Unfortunately this story
is extremely violent at times so it is not a family movie. Our next movie, En
Canto, will be a family movie though. This will be coming up in July so stay
tuned for the date.
Pride Parade: The Pride Parade is being organized by Belfast Area High
School. The parade will begin forming at 10:30 in the
high school parking lot and then process at 11:00 down
Main Street to the Boathouse. Please try to participate.
The Sunday School classes have made two banners to
carry in the parade plus we need people to carry our First
Church banner. Dress in rainbow colors such as wearing
a bright yellow shirt or a
lime green one. We want
to be colorful. We have
rainbow comma tattoos to hand out as we
march.
Climate Crisis Team: Yes, we are finally
beginning our classes. This Saturday at
9:30 we will study kelp towers and learn
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about the interconnectedness of our ocean. There will be no art portion this week
since we need to get to the parade. After this first Saturday in June we will meet from
9:30 to 11:00 with an art portion with Heather Wren. A large colorful collage is in the
making!

Student Play: Coming in July, the Sunday School will be bringing back the play we
performed called “When The Crayons Ran Away”. We have many new children now
so we decided it was time to do this play again. The date is tentatively set for July
31st.

Pilgrim Lodge: As of this date we have three definitely attending camp plus one
more possible. July 10th will be Camper Sunday so wear your camp outfits plus get
ready to sing some camp songs. Maybe we can come up with some s’mores too??
Think about writing some postcards or short notes to send to our first time campers
so that they will get some mail during “mail call”. You could also give them some ice
cream money since I know that the store will be open for this treat each day. Donations from the congregation for our Pilgrim Lodge camperships are always welcome.

From the art room:
We will be creating a collaged Kelp Bed as our Climate Crisis Team capstone. The collage will explore
kelp beds as both a current sanctuary for the citizens of our natural world and as a symbol of hope
for a better future.
Please save your plastic bottle caps—we need all
colors and sizes. Laundry detergent tops, juice, sodas, shampoo etc. We
hope to create a pointillism piece when we have enough.
We still need used, white button up shirts (the bigger the better!) to
paint on for smocks and aprons. Please drop them off in the office or
leave in the kitchen.
THANK YOU!
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
The Stewardship Committee in the coming months will be including articles on the ministry of stewardship for our lives and our
church. These are offered as points of meditation and thought as
we seek to be the community of Christ moving into the future. If
you have thoughts or concerns or joys to share please speak to
us.

First Church Movie Night
This coming Friday, June 3 at 6:00 pm we will
be showing the movie "Amistad." This is the
true story of the slave ship "La Amistad" and
the enslaved Africans who overtake their captor’s
ship, who are captured again and have to stand
trial in the United States charged with murder
and await their fate in prison. It is simply a fight
for the basic right of all humanity…
freedom.” This is not a “family” movie. It is
rated “R” for “strong, brutal violence and some related
nudity.” So, we do not recommend it for young
children but older youth and adults should find
it moving and challenging. There will be time after the movie to have some discussion and sharing of thoughts. Please join us.
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Welcome to the Missions and
Social Justice Team!
The Missions and Social Justice Teams have merged into the newly formed Missions and Social Justice Team. Joan
Mills and Judy Williams are co-chairs. Other members include
Natalie Charles, Pam Chase,, Denise Goodman, Barbara
Kemp, Martha Ortman, Sarah Garbe, Pam Burrows, Nancy
Rice,Patty Sheehan, Kate Winters, and Joel Krueger. We
meet on the first Sunday of the month after church service and
welcome all to our meetings. Our next meeting will be in the
library on June 6th.
Recent team activity includes the sponsorship of members of the Tourab family from Afghanistan who have settled
into permanent housing in Lewiston. We are working with RE
to coordinate connections between our First Church children
and the three children (plus new baby) in the family. We have
sent them a gift card for $700 to help with costs of setting up
housekeeping. We've also delivered an afghan knit for their
baby by Pam Burrows and other household items donated by
members of the congregation. We are researching the purchase of a washing machine for the family.
The recent collection for Ukrainian relief netted $1220.25 and has been sent
on to the Maine UCC conference for disbursement through their Ukrainian relief
fund. Many thanks to all for your donations!
On May 27, we will host a spaghetti
dinner and silent auction of Pastor Joel's
Hand-thrown vases. Congregation members
have helped with donations of food items
and assistance during the event. All profits
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will go to Ukrainian relief efforts through the UCC's fund.
We have made the first quarter donation to Our Church's
Wider Mission and successfully completed the One Great
Hour of Sharing offering.
This winter's Tree of Warmth project sent 250 hats, mittens, scarves, socks and gloves out to folks in need in the wider community. We thank all who donated.

SAVE THE DATE!

2022 Mission and Social Justice
Meetings in the Parlor
June 5
July 3
August 7
September 4
October 2
November 6
December 4
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A Prayer of Peace for the People of Ukraine
Rabbi Naomi Levy is founder of Nashuva and author of
“Einstein and the Rabbi.”
God, Our hearts are with all the people of
Ukraine,
Its president, Volodymyr Zelensky,
And with our Jewish brothers and sisters in
Ukraine
200,000 souls
Who crouch in fear
As the sound of sirens and bombs pierces the
air.
Synagogues once filled with songs of celebration
Have become makeshift shelters.
Echos of the Holocaust reverberate,
The memory of the one-and-a-half million
Martyred Ukrainian Jews.

God, we pray that the panic in the streets of Ukraine
Will give way to the sound of children playing,
And the sound of sirens will give way to songs of hope.
We pray that the world community will unite
And cause the Russian army to retreat.
We pray for no more violence
Or bloodshed
And we pray that diplomacy
Will be the path to peace.

Hear our prayers, God,
Hear the prayers of the mothers and fathers,
the prayers of the children
longing for safety.
God, our Shelter,
Bring peace.
Let it rain down from the heavens like a mighty storm.
Let it wash away all hatred and bloodshed.
Peace, God. Please, God. Amen
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Eight O’Clock Service Club
The 8 O’clock Service Team will hold their regularly
scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 9, at 2 PM in the
church library. While we don’t currently have any service projects in the works, we are always open to suggestions from you, our congregation. We also would
welcome new members or visitors who just want sit in
to see what we’re all about! For more information, you
may contact either of our co-chairs, Joan Mills, and
Vicki Keller. Everyone is welcome!
We gladly share and invite you all to participate and enjoy.
Our meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month,
at 2pm in the church library. All are invited and welcomed to
attend!

June 9
July 14
August 11
September 8
October 13

The 8 O’Clock Club is a small but mighty dedicated group
of folks. We warmly invite and encourage anyone who
would like to join us, to join us at our next meeting!
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Save the Date—GBAM Food Cupboard
First Church is scheduled to help with food distribution every 6-weeks in
2022 at the GBAM Food Cupboard.
That will happen from 9:00 to 11:00 am at the Belfast United Methodist
Church (23 Mill Lane) on the following Fridays:
June 10
September 9
December 9
If you can help out, or if you have any questions, please contact Sarah
Garbe at (614)935-6861. Thank you!

2022 GBAM—Food Cupboard Schedule
9:00-11:00 am
2nd and 4th Fridays

June

10 and 24

July

8 and 22

August

12 and 26

September 9 and 23
October

14 and 21

November

11 and 25

December 9 and 23
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On EASTER SUNDAY, April 17, 2022, Pastor Joel shared his message,
“Easter Again?” based on the passage from John 20:1-18.
Recently, in a Zoom conversation with
some UCC clergy colleagues, as we were discussing all that we had going on in our churches
with the approaching of Easter and all, our Transitional Conference Minister, Rev. Jonna Jensen
said, "Oh, Easter? Are we doing that again?
Didn't we just do that last year? Jonna is one to
always add a bit of humor into our discussions,
lightening the burden we might be feeling and
bringing us all a bit closer together, as we share a
smile or a chuckle.

ver in the year AD 30 or 33, this man Jesus, as
the Apostle's Creed states, "suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead."

"The third day he rose again from the
dead." The resurrection. That's what it is all
about folks. That is why we gather here together
on Easter Sundays, every year. And for some of
But that comment got me thinking. Why you, this may be the only day you gather here
do we celebrate this event every year? Why do with us, and we are very glad you are here. But
we take time to think about a man who lived
for most of us, this is also the reason we gather
2,000 years ago, who came from some backwater together every Sunday, of every year. Because,
of a town called Nazareth, in a tiny little country as it is said, we are an Easter people. We are
called Judea and who was killed by the authority people of the resurrection.
of an occupying army, being crucified on a post,
like thousands of others were at that time? What
So, what does that mean? What does it
sets this man and this event apart from all others mean to believe in the resurrection? The idea,
for us?
the concept, the belief, that a human corpse, a
dead person, came back to life.
Jesus was a man, like any other man. A
human being, born into the world, flesh and
Well, first, let us be clear about what we
blood, heart and soul, like any other person. He are talking about. This is not a resuscitation of a
knew a calling from God, like many have known dead body to life again. We have stories in the
a sense of being called to some great purpose.
gospels of how Jesus did bring people back to
His work of healing and exorcising demons from life who were determined to be dead. There is
those who were ill, set him apart and his teachthe story of the young man, the only son of a
ings of love and compassion for all were not to- widow of the town of Nain, who had died and
tally unique, stemming from his roots in the Jew- was being carried out on a bier, to be buried, and
ish faith.
Jesus brought him back to life (Luke 7:11-16).
There is the story of the little girl, the daughter of
What makes this man, Jesus, and the reli- Jairus, who had died, and was brought back to
gious faith that developed around him, called,
life again (Mk. 5:21-43). And of course, here in
simply, "The Way", so special, is that event that John's gospel, we had Jesus' good friend Lazarus,
we refer to as the "resurrection."
who was sick but Jesus did not go to heal him of
his disease, but rather went to him after he had
That's what this day, Easter, is all about. died, and raised him from the tomb (John 11:1That is what our whole faith, Christianity, is all 44). With all of these stories, those people lived
about. That around the time of the Jewish Passo- again, but they eventually died, as all of us die.
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And even in our own time, we may be
aware of cases where it seems the dead have been
brought back to life. We all know of circumstances where a Life Guard pulls a drown person out of
the water and with resuscitation techniques, gets
the heart and the lungs working again, bringing the
person back to life. We even know of rare circumstances where persons determined to be dead, lying
on a cold table in a morgue, suddenly come back to
life. But these are usually explainable and later
determined that the person was not actually "dead".

And are we being faithless to even wonder,
to question what the resurrection is all about? In
his article in the Christian Century magazine, Ross
Allen describes how college students he worked
with in campus ministry struggled with their faith.
He states, "A common stumbling block was the resurrection of Jesus. For evangelicals in particular,
being a Christian requires an assertion that Jesus'
body was reanimated on the third day following his
death and that he walked around on the earth for a
time before ascending up through the sky to sit at
the right hand of the Father. This was where
Those of us who have experienced being
things always got hazy. Everybody knows that
with those who have died, can attest there is a
when you keep going up into the sky, you hit the
change that occurs at death. When the last breath stratosphere and eventually outer space without
has been taken and the body takes on a very differ- ever whizzing past a throne room. So where did
ent state. When it is clear that something is differ- Jesus fly off to? It seemed everyone was fine demythologizing the ascension, but the natural quesent, something has changed, that something is
missing. That what we call the spirit or soul of the tion which followed set off alarms: If that idea was
person is now gone, departed from the body. So
a metaphor, then wouldn't that mean the resurrection was too?" (Christian Century, April 6, 2022,
there is a difference between a resuscitation and
resurrection.
p. 28).
With the resurrection, Jesus is raised from
death, to something different. To some kind of
eternal life. And he ascends into heaven. The description of which, is of him floating up into the
sky, into the clouds, away from the gathered disciples on a mountain top.

And it is not just college students who
struggle with this. Recent polling data shows that
only 45% of American Christians are certain about
Jesus' bodily resurrection. And if our 21st century
minds struggle with the reality of Jesus' bodily resurrection, does that mean we can't be true Christians? Or maybe, there is a different way to underSo, the question arises, we cannot escape it. stand what the resurrection really was.
How do we, people of the 21st century, heirs of the
Enlightenment, the reliance on reason, the sciences
The gospels tell how the disciples experiand mathematics, on the logics of induction and
enced the resurrected Jesus. Here in John's gospel
deduction, how do we understand and make sense which we heard today, Mary Magdalene sees him
of such a thing as the resurrection? We who are
in the garden outside the tomb. But she does not
products of Modernism where faith was buttressed recognize him. Only when he speaks her name,
does she realize who he is.
by scientific study and critical thinking but who
now live in an age of Postmodernism, where eve- This inability to recognize Jesus in his risen form
rything is questioned, where truth and morality
has long fascinated me. In John, the risen Jesus is
seem to be relative, and skepticism about all those able to walk through closed doors and meets with
things we thought of as having authority and rele- the disciples. And here we also have the story of
vance, holds sway. Is it still possible for us to hon- Thomas who was not present when Jesus appeared
estly, and faithfully, believe in the resurrection?
to the group and who doubted what had been told
him. But the next time Jesus appears to them,
In something that science might tell us is simply
not possible?
Thomas is present. But to prove to Thomas that it
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is indeed him, he has to show him the wounds in
his hands and feet and side. Why wouldn't Thomas just have recognized him by his appearance? At
the end of John's gospel we have a story about the
disciples fishing and Jesus appears on the beach.
When they all come ashore to eat breakfast with
him, they don't know who he is. It says, "Now
none of the disciples dared ask him, 'Who are
you?' They knew it was the Lord."

what Jesus' resurrected self was. As many of the
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox theologians have
long told us, it is all a mystery. That at its roots,
Jesus' physical resurrection was spiritual.

But that doesn't make it any less real! In
fact, that is the reality of the resurrection that we
can claim. It is that Spirit that we have inherited.
That Spirit that Mary Magdalene witnessed to, that
Spirit that was passed on from Jesus to those first
In Luke's gospel we have the story of the
disciples and has been passed on through the gentwo who were on the road to Emmaus, when Jesus erations of those who have chosen to live in the
appears to them. They walk with him but do not
Way of Jesus, the way of love and compassion, of
recognize him. Not until he sits at table with them self-giving, of kindness and generosity of heart, of
and blesses and breaks the bread with them, are
hope and of truth. It is this Spirit that our world so
their eyes opened to who he is. And then he van- desperately needs.
ishes! Clearly, the resurrected Jesus is not present
as a normal human body. He is something differAnd if you still need to have some form of
ent. Something mysterious.
the physical, resurrected body, Paul tells us this,
"Now you are the body of Christ, and individually
The earliest written account of the resurmembers of it." (I Cor. 12:27). The resurrected
rected Christ comes from Paul in I Corinthians.
body of Christ may be sitting right next to you. It
Here Paul gives a long discourse on the resurrec- permeates every single person who lives the love
tion. He says, "What you sow does not come to life of God just as Jesus did. As we, each of us, take
unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body
on the Spirit of Christ, and live in the Way of
which is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat Christ, so do we become the resurrection of
or of some other grain."(15:36-37). He goes on to Christ!
say, "So it is with the resurrection of the dead.
What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imLast week at choir practice, someone said,
perishable."(15:42). And then, after a long discus- "We need to have Easter energy!" And that is exsion, he finally states it clearly, "I tell you this,
actly right. We need to be filled with and go out
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
with an Easter energy, the same energy that is the
God." (15:50).
resurrected Christ. It is the stuff that binds us together as one, it is the power that gives us hope for
Returning to Ross Allen and his article in
the future, it is the catalyst that will change the
the Christian Century, he states, "Paul further
world! And the world needs to be changed. And
claims that Jesus rose with a body that consisted
that's the whole point of the resurrection. To
solely of pneuma, (spirit/soul) which was underchange the world!
stood in terms of what we might recognize as
something like oxygen or electricity. On that view,
Friends, it is Easter once again. Today, toJesus' resurrection body would still be made of a
morrow, and every day from now on, may we celekind of material - but it would be an airy, ephemer- brate Easter, and live the resurrection of Christ.
al kind which at the same time permeates the
Amen.
whole cosmos."
We may never fully understand or come to
comprehend what the resurrection actually is or
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WELCOME
LAITY, DELEGATES, PASTORS AND GUESTS
OF THE SUNRISE ASSOCIATION
MAINE CONFERENCE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SPRING MEETING 2022
SATURDAY / JUNE 11, 2022 / 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 NOON
THIS IS A HYBRID MEETING: SEE THE ZOOM LINK PROVIDED BELOW!
RECONNECT – RENEW – RESTORE
Hosted by Bar Harbor Congregational Church UCC, Seaside UCC, Somesville Meeting House UCC
SCHEDULE
9:00

REGISTRATION & COFFEE FELLOWSHIP – OUTSIDE ON THE SIDE LAWN. DRESS FOR COM-

FORT!
9:30

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, & HOUSEKEEPING (GATHER IN THE SANCTUARY) MASKING

REQUIRED!
10:45 BUSINESS SESSION
Reports
Maine Conference News – Designated Term Association Conference Minister Alexis Fuller-Wright
Committee on Ministry Report – Joel Krueger
Treasurer’s Report – Roger Haynes
Resourcing the Local Church – Kathy Woodside
Social Action Committee – Hannah Mondrach
Handouts & Take-a-ways – Kathy Woodside
COM Report
Treasurer’s Report
Sunrise Church Directory & Resource Guide
Resourcing the Local Church Handbook
Scholarship Forms
Restaurant List
10:15

BREAK

10:30 – PROGRAM – RECONNECT - RENEW– RESTORE
Facilitated by Alexis Fuller-Wright
11:30 WORSHIP
12:00 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN – CHECK OUT THE RESTAURANT LIST PROVIDED
NOTE:
Your ZOOM Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82007943343 or by phone, call: (646) 558-8656
Meeting ID: 820 0794 3343
Call (207) 288-3280 for tech help.
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ARE YOU
WATCHING?
Due to Covid, many of us are unable to attend church in person.
(What a bummer!)
But did you know, you and your family can still be part of worship while sitting right
in your own home?
If you cannot make it to church but want to watch it live, join the throngs who
us via Zoom! Just click on this link at 10:00 am any Sunday morning and you
watch our First Church worship service live!
https://zoom.us/j/95644180328?pwd=WEYrUFJCSE1ISGFCMkxTWmZOdW9LUT09
Meeting ID: 956 4418 0328
Passcode: 504204

watch
can

This link is emailed out to everyone on our church email list every weekend in the Sunday Announcements. If you're not on the email list and would like to be, contact the church office
(office@firstchurchinbelfast.org) or call (207)338-2282.

OR
YOU CAN WATCH THE RECORDED SERVICE!

You can view our services anytime by going online to Vimeo.
Here is a link to the Vimeo site that keeps all of our archived video services: https://vimeo.com/
showcase/1947758
Or you can find these by going to the bottom of our website page
(www.firstchurchinbelfast.org); finding it on our church Facebook page
(@FirstChurchinBelfastUCC ); or by watching it on one of the local access TV stations (Sunday at
10:00 am or 6:00 pm on BCTV Belfast or 9:00 am or 6:00 pm on SCTV Searsport – both now on
Spectrum cable channel 2 ).

We really look forward to the time when we can all gather at church together again but until
then, let's keep each other in thought and in heart and keep our practice of communal worship going, however we can!
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How Do We Grow our Friendship
Walk?
Although the flyer states, bricks for
the Friendship Walk are not just for
friends - consider one for a special
anniversary, a birth, or a wedding,
graduation - or even commemorating
a special life, or a loyal, loving pet.
We have orders for 3 bricks in, and if
we can get two more orders we can
have all the bricks engraved and installed this summer.
Please complete an order form and
drop it off, or mail it to the church office.

23

June Birthdays
3 Barbara Kemp
5 Manley Rogers
9 Kelsey Woodbury
10 Steve Bridgeman
11 Joyce Fenner
17 Addison Pratt
19 Tammy O’Brien
24 Beth Haynes
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Scripture readings for June:
Deacon of the Month: Josh Kercsmar and Sarah Garbe -6/5 & 6/12. Cathie Jorgensen—
6/19 &6/26.

June 5
Reader: Richard Fiske
Readings: Pentecost Sunday: Acts 2:1-21 or Gen 11:1-9; Ps 104:2434, 35b; Rom: 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21; Jn 14:8-17
Church of the Week: Milbridge Congregational Church, UCC
June 12
Reader: Pam Chase
Readings: Trinity Sunday: Prov 8:1-4, 22-31 and Ps 8; Rom 5:1-5,
Jn 16:12-15
Church of the Week: Monroe Community Church, UCC
June 19
Reader: tbd
Readings: Second Sunday after Pentecost: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 815a and Ps 42 and 43; Isa 65:1-9 and Ps 22:19-28; Gal 3:23-29;
Luke 8:26-39
Church of the Week: United Church of Northeast Harbor and Seal
Harbor
June 26
Reader: Vicki Keller
Readings: Third Sunday after Pentecost: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Ps
77:1-2, 11-20; 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Ps 16; Gal 5:1, 13-25; Luke
9:51-62
Church of the Week: The Congregational Church of Sandy Point
25

June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Nar-Anon—1
pm

Diaconate 6
pm/ library

Bridge 12-4 pm/
parlor
Movie Night
Amistad-6 pm/

Belfast Pride Parade 10:30 am/
High School

10

11

5

6

7

8

9

Chancel Choir 8:30
am
Children’s Choir
11:30 am

Knitting—2
pm / library

Stewardship –1
pm/ library
Food Cupboard
Board 6:00
pm/ parlor

Nar-Anon—1
pm

8 O’Club—2
pm/library

Missions/Social
Justice—11:30
am/Library

P.E.O.—12:304/Parlor

12

13

14

15

Chancel Choir 8:30
am
Children’s Choir
11:30 am
Council—11:30 am/
library
RE—11:30 am/

Knitting—2
pm / library

Trustees –4
pm /library

Nar-Anon—1
pm

19

20

21

22

Knitting—2
pm / library

Deadline for
Messenger

Harbor Hill
10:30 am
Nar-Anon—1
pm

Chancel Choir
8:30 am
Children’s Choir
9:30 am
Juneteenth Vigil 1
pm / lawn

26

27

Chancel Choir
8:30 am
Children’s Choir
9:30 am

Knitting—2
pm / library

28

29

Sunrise Assoc
GBAM Food Cupboard Distribu- Spring Mtg 9 pm/
Bar Harbor
tion
Climate
Crisis
Bridge 12-4 /
Team 9:30-11 am /
parlor
parlor

16

23

17

18

Bridge 12-4 /
parlor

Climate Crisis
Team 9:30-11
am /parlor

24

25

No bridge
Joan Bunnell
Memorial 4 pm/
sanctuary

Climate Crisis
Team 9:30-11
am /parlor

Diane Weymouth
Memorial 2 pm/
sanctuary

30

Nar-Anon—1
pm

26

