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Dear Friends,
I started to write a “Reminiscence of a Pastorate” for the Pastor’s Page, but not
surprisingly it got way too long to use in this space. Especially at the beginning of
a busy Messenger. So, here I am with normal size page! I’ll think of another way
to share those memories. Now, I’ll just share this.
Many of you know that Joel will be doing pottery when we end our
time with you as pastors. He is going to be as happy as a clam in
his garage studio, blasting his “oldies” music and singing at the top
of his lungs (I can hear that Beach Boys music now!), while his
hands shape somethingbeautiful. I have to smile, because at the
other side of the house I will be in my “hermitage” room keeping silence. Or outdoors listening to the wind, with a little “Good Vibrations” in the background.
It certainly will be interesting for us leaving our roles as “pastors”
and seeking to be authentic just as ourselves, following the callings that we left somewhat behind when we answered the call to
ministry. I can’t wait for Joel to have the freedom of time and energy to see what he will create. Not only on the potter’s wheel,
but with his pencils and paint. I knew Joel first as an artist, only
later as clergy. In fact, the first hint I had of the existence of Joel
was when I was in the seminary library and saw this beautiful
sculpture of a family – a man and a woman with a child swinging
from their hands between them. It had such joy. I asked who
created it. I hardly knew I would marry that artist!
I haven’t told you yet that after a few weeks of relaxation, my first
commitment will be to go into silence for three to six months. This
may sound strange to you, but it has been a desire of mine for most
of my life to simply sink into silent listening prayer. As a child, I was
always seeking places where I could be alone with God. I know I
have much to learn, to heal, to bless. But mostly, it will be a mystery.
Yes, I will bring my journal into silence. I just don’t know exactly what
I’ll be writing. Hymns? Poetry? Nothing? We’ll see. I’m leaving it
up to the Spirit.
People have asked “Won’t you talk to Joel?” Don’t worry. Joel is on board with all
of this, and he might just be ready for some quiet after all his singing!
One thing I do know about our time AP (after pastoring), is that we will be carrying
all of you in our hearts. Our connection may well be different, but it will not be broken. We will be raising your new leadership in prayer, cheering you on from afar,
and holding you all in light.
Before that, let’s enjoy a good Thanksgiving month, and celebrate a meaningful
Advent.
In God’s love,
Kate
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MEETING OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL OF
THE FIRST CHURCH IN BELFAST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
September 21, 2022
Meeting called to order at 6:33pm. In Attendance: Rev Deb Jenks, Rev. Kate Winters, Rev. Joel Krueger,
Kenn Ortmann, Cathie Jorgensen, and Sarah Garbe. Those joining remotely: Joann Mills, Todd Hall, Beth
Haynes, Pam Chase and Kathleen Wing. Those absent: Vicki Keller, Pam Burrows, Rev Linda Smith.
I. Opening devotion/meditation – Pam Chase. For servants of the church.
II. Agenda modifications or changes
III. Approval of minutes from August 21, 2022 meeting. Motion by Cathie moves Pam Seconded.
Typos – Denise, Kreuger, Feminist Theology. AIF, motion carries.
IV. Old Business
A. Corona Virus COVID-19 response.
B. 1. Sunday service and Sunday School – Updates on protocol adjustments. Beth states that staff are
following recommendations on masking after an exposure or COVID case.
2. Update on Sanctuary numbers. Masking. Roping. No changes suggested.
a. Overall occupancy numbers. Sarah Garbe made a motion to remove the COVID occupancy
restriction on numbers in rooms and restore numbers consistent with fire code. Pam Chase
seconded the motion. 5 in favor, 1 opposed. The motion carries. The item will continue to
stay on the agenda.
3. Flying Shoes interest in renting the Parish Hall. Due to motion above, this is possible and can be
pursued.
B. Transition acknowledgement and discussion.
1. Pastors housing Social Security (SECA) & pension research update. MTA reviewed SECA and
salary. There was a discrepancy around the time the parsonage was sold. MTA will respond with any
discrepancies from their audit and amount. From the PPR perspective, Deb Jenks shared that she has
worked from the Pastoral Call agreements as the base numbers to compare with amounts paid – notices
a discrepancy likely due to the way that payment was made and related taxes. Todd recommends a
small group meets to look over the income, pension, and tax numbers.
2. Transition Team Update. This team will support the interim process to select an interim minister to
be called by the church to provide transitional leadership as we prepare and call a pastor. Would work
on a Call Agreement for compensation and scope of work. Deb Jenks has volunteered as a consultant
to help support this team in the process. Gretchen Daly, Cathie Jorgensen, Josh Kercsmar have agreed
to serve. Kenn proposes we commission this group when it is complete. Goal to wrap up before the
end of this week.
3. Kate Winters shared feedback that there was recently a meeting that hadn’t been communicated to
them – they were not sure of their role vis a vis the meeting and its participants. Please continue to
communicate as usual with pastors.
C. 2022 Budget priority initiatives
1. Stewardship Committee report. Meeting tomorrow. Final Stages of narrative budget. Have begun
narratives during worship. Goal is that when budget committee is finalizing its recommendations,
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narrative budget and pledge cards will be sent to congregation. Committee has also been informed by
a UCC Webinar regarding post-pandemic stewardship. Deb will share the link to this webinar with the
Council.
2. Ministry/Future of the Church Team report. Nothing to report.
3. Community Building/Membership Team/task force/working group report.
4. Website/Social Media Team/task force/working group report. Nothing to report. Kenn is trying to
get in touch with Jim K regarding having him walk him through the current website.
V. New Business
A. Ministry Area reports
1. Administrative Ministry
a) Trustees.
(1) August Financials. Discrepancies self-reported to MTA. Bills paid late.
(2) Audit update. Audit findings will be in the first week of October. Review of audit findings
with Trustees, then with a wider group of participants. Goal is to do this in October.
(3) Deb Jenks noticed that it may be advisable to create a new process to move large gifts or
income via another mechanism than the bank account.
B. Mission beyond the Local Church. Making $600 donations to the food cupboard and the Soup Kitchen.
$5K donation to Waldo County Woodshed for a new truck. Last Community meal, more than 60 folks.
C. Spiritual Development and Education.
1. Steeple Light Update. Installment update. Todd spoke with Justin Reynolds last week. He is
scheduling time to get up on the steeple in a boom lift. 1st phase to electrify the lights. 2nd phase
someone from Lumen come in to do a custom tutorial. Train several people, especially an employee of
the church and some
volunteers to support. Subcommittee from Trustees – to invite town council, Chamber, donor/
representative, etc. for a dedication. Steeple Light Diaconate Proposal – still needs information about
what is available 1st level on 8 pillars. Top tier on the steeple will always be white (warmth of light
can be modified). Guidelines –
changes in color will reflect the liturgical year. If there is a larger community event that is also part of
our ministry or a request from a community partner, it will fall to the Diaconate or the pastor to decide
for those special events. Use during Advent, Easter, Epiphany, Ash Wed, Lent, Good Friday, Season
of Pentecost would be white, Pride rainbow. Community Celebration when it is lit for the first time.
D. Community Building and Care. Windows to go in October at the same time as the chimney. Filing a
new permit in early October. Audit findings will be in the first week of October. Trustees agreed and
passed purchase of a bell for the elevator. Tree needs to be taken down by Roger, wanted approval from
the Council to proceed.
E. Other reports None.
F. Ministers report (Joel/Kate). Funeral, COM work. Ministerium will start having a Taize services 1x/mo
at St Margarets and traveling the 1st Tuesday of each month. Small gatherings – Seeds of Creation. Pet
blessing on October 1st, a Saturday. We will be hosting the Association Meeting on October 8th. Messenger deadline extended to tomorrow. Asked whether Mt View Singers concert should be held here this Advent Season – Joel will be the contact and will set up a date.
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G. Other
1. Confidentiality Policy Draft (nondisclosure agreement). Has heard feedback regarding different interpretations of what is intended by the document. In general course of business, church members are privy
to information that may be sensitive or confidential. Shared that a developing a behavioral covenant so
that we all hold each other accountable to these behaviors. Training and workshops around these concepts
– we have been missing this as a church.
2. Volunteers to develop a proposal for an Investment Committee for Annual Meeting consideration.
Gretchen will be a part of developing this idea.
3. Jane Grant as corporate clerk (for incorporation papers). We are registered as a nonprofit at the state
level, and each must have a corporate clerk. Kenn connecting with Jane to confirm whether she would
like to stay on in this role. This impacts bank signatory cards, etc.
4. Bangor Savings Bank “Women’s League of the First Church in Belfast” account closed.
5. Recognizing work of webmaster Jim Kuffert – Kenn Ortmann has reached out to Jim to connect with
him.
6. Budget Committee. Kenn Ortmann to invite members to commit to this Committee. Kenn to check
with John Gage from Trustees. Martha Ortmann to represent Deacons. Kenn to ask Beth Haynes for RE.
Deb Jenks for stewardship. Joann Mills for Missions and Social Justice. Last year Kenn facilitated the
group but has a business conflict this year. Looking for another facilitator. Todd Hall willing to cofacilitate with Kenn. Transition Process, Search Committee, Interim Minister Compensation Package
may also need representation.
7. October 1, 10AM-Noon Boundary Awareness Training for Lay Leaders (This Zoom workshop is designed to help members of congregations understand the healthy professional boundaries expected of their
pastors… AND to help members of congregations understand healthy boundaries congregations can keep
to support the health of their pastors and the health of their congregations’ ministries.) Joel recommends
this training. Joel will send out this link via the Messenger.
VI. Next meeting date – Sunday, October 16 following the Church service.
A. Devotion/meditation volunteer. Kenn Ortmann to lead. Aviation Devotion!
VII. Closing prayer.

Meeting adjourned at 8:37pm.
Submitted by,
Kathleen Wing
Co-Clerk
The First Church Christmas Fair will be held on Nov 19 from 8-1 in the Fellowship
Hall. This is a change from the usual second Saturday in Nov. due to combining it
with the "Make Your Own Wreath" project which is also being held in Nov. 19. and
will be set up in the rear parking lot of the church. The fair will have Jane's
Scones, Don's Famous Fish Chowder, along with a corn chowder option. Tables
will be holiday decorations, crafts, white elephant, raffles, baked goods and silent
auction, If you have not yet offered to help, in any way, please see Vicki Keller.
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From the Trustees...
It’s been a busy few months with Trustees lining up work crews to complete projects at the church before we welcome colder weather.
You may notice that the walkways and parking area on Church Street
have been sealcoated and restripped - this helps to extend their
life.
Fall clean-up of the church grounds are underway
On Saturday, October 15 we had a willing work crew that helped to
clear out old, dated materials left over from projects, and broken
furniture. We filled a 15 cubic yard dumpster that will make our
church home safer and cleaner.
Installation of our steeple lights is underway - we’re counting on our
steeple to be lit up in time for the holiday season. More to come on
a dedication ceremony in the coming months.
The sanctuary and parish hall boilers have been serviced and are
ready to keep us warm this winter.
New windows for the Parish Hall have been delivered, installation is
underway.
The external financial audit of the church for the year ending 2021 has
been completed satisfactorily.
Please feel free to reach out to the trustees with any questions or concerns.

Let’s give thanks and lift up in prayer this group of
First Church members who faithfully carry on the good
work of our church!
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Church Flags Proposal – The First Church in Belfast, UCC
Sunday, October 16, 2022
From the Diaconate to the Church Council
The Church Council received a request to review First Church's policy on flag usage inside the
church building. In response the Diaconate formed a committee to research this issue and make
a recommendation to the Council and the congregation. Listed below is the proposal for your review.
A forum will be held in the sanctuary after the Sunday service on November 13. This will allow for
discussion among the congregation and will provide feedback to the Council which will vote on
the proposal on November 20 at the monthly Council meeting.
If you have questions please leave a message with the church office and a deacon will be more
than happy to call you.

History:
Flags have been around a long time. The earliest attestation of a flag comes from 11th century
B.C. China. Flags were used primarily for military and naval communication and identification. Flags and heraldic banners were carried into wars, by the Persians, the Romans, in the
crusades, or as symbols of kings or particular rulers. It was not until the 18th century when the
rise of nationalism and the identification of common people with a nation-state, instead of as
subjects of a king, prompted the development of flags as national symbols.
The history of flags being placed in churches dates back to medieval times, when banners or
shields of a ruler were placed in churches, representing the connection of that ruler with the
church and his role as protector. As nation-states developed, churches would be identified with
their country and as happened during the Protestant Reformation, wars broke out between people of differing faith traditions (i.e.: Catholic vs. Protestant).
So, a national flag in a church might speak to the relationship of that church as the church of
the state. Some Christian churches which exist as a minority within a non-Christian nation or
culture, may display their nation’s flag as a way of stating their allegiance to their country to
dispel any doubt about.
In America, flags were used by armed forces in the revolutionary war (think of the Betsy Ross
flag with the circle of stars) and later in the Civil War (the Stars and Stripes for the Union, the
Southern Cross for the Confederacy) and individual regiments from the various states had their
own flags that were used in parade as well as carried into battle.
In this country, the early Puritans and Quakers would never have dreamed of placing the national flag in their meeting houses as they were separatists from England. It was not until the
Civil War when congregations began to bring the flag into the church, wanting to make clear
whose side they were on. During WWI the flag was brought into churches to support the nationalism during that time of war. Unfortunately, anti-German nativist groups used the flag to
intimidate German and other immigrants to the country. And those pastors or congregations
who refused to display the flag were often persecuted by vigilante mobs.
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By the 1950s, many churches began to place the American flag as well as the Christian
flag in their church sanctuaries but others did not. The First Church also did this but it is
not known when that occurred.
Theological Premise:
One of the primary tenets of our Judeo-Christian faith is that we worship God and God
alone. The Ten Commandments begin with this very concept: “I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have
no other gods before me.” (Deut. 5:6-7). The early church proclaimed that Jesus alone is
the head of the church. “Christ is the head of the body, the church; Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything Christ might be preeminent.” (Col.1:18).
Therefore, nothing should distract us from our allegiance and faithfulness to Christ and
the love of God which he embodies. As the sanctuary is the place we worship God and
Christ, there should be nothing else within that space that might require our allegiance or
distract us from our total fidelity to our God. While other things may have a high priority in our lives: family, country, ethnicity or other things which help form our identity, as
Christians, the sole core of who we understand ourselves to be must be our faith and relationship with God and in Christ, whose Spirit lives within us. It is this which binds us
together and nothing should be put before us that might divide or separate us, as Paul
states: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:27-28).
Finally, in a time when the forces of nationalism and sectarianism are dividing people in
our country and around the world, the use of symbols which are meant to separate us
from others, whether for good or for ill, should be used with great caution. We may display those symbols that represent our sense of identity and loyalty, but these should never be placed in a position where they may be seen as equal to or substituting for our faith
in God.
Our Proposal:
The Diaconate proposes the following: That the American and Christian flags remain in
the church building but not in the sanctuary proper. Rather, they may be displayed in the
narthex or entrance of the church. The American flag would be placed on one side with
the Roll Call plaques with the names of those lost in WWI and WWII hung next to it.
The Christian flag would be placed on the other side of the doorway with the picture of
the church and the stand that holds the Guest Registry, next to it. We also suggest that
the framed notice of the church being on the National Register of Historic Places be
moved with the certificate from the Maine Guild of Organists to the north wall, where
one of the Roll Call plaques had been. The American flag may be placed in the sanctuary to honor those we recognize, on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day.
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REFORMATION
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Sunday, November 6th

The last Sunday in October is traditionally celebrated as Reformation Sunday in Protestant churches and the first Sunday in
November is All Saints Sunday (All Saints Day being Nov. 1st).
This year, instead of presenting one of the great reformers of the
past, Pastor Joel hopes to guide us through some history of the
church’s many attempts to reform itself, changing, returning to
its’ roots, as the Reformers would have said, ridding itself of corruption and seeking to allow God to change and remold it, as the
world around it changed, making itself relevant for each new generation. In the spirit of one of the 17th century mottos of the
Reformation, “Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda secundum
verbum Dei” or “The Church reformed always, to be reformed according to the word of God” or in a more brief version, “The
Church reformed, always reforming.” The important question for
us now, is what does this mean for us in the Church of the 21st
century? Where is God leading us? What new forms of liturgy,
ecclesiology, theology, and community is the Holy Spirit moving
us towards? These are all questions that we in the Church
should be asking, and many have been. And for us at The First
Church in Belfast, UCC,
while in this coming time
of transition, it is also a
time for us to be considering how God is calling us
to reform, to renew our
church and ourselves, for
the furtherance of the gospel of Christ in our world.
We hope to see you at
church on November 6th.
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VETERANS SUNDAY
November 13th

Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the United States observed annually on November 11, for
honoring military veterans of the United States Armed Forces (who
were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable). It coincides with other holidays including Armistice
Day and Remembrance Day which are celebrated in other countries
that mark the anniversary of the end of World War I. Major hostilities of World War I
were formally ended
at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the
11th month of 1918
when the Armistice
with Germany went
into effect. At the
urging of major U.S.
veteran organizations, Armistice Day
was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.
(From Wikipedia)

At First Church, we will celebrate our veterans once again by
sharing pictures of them along with their names and other
military information. If you have a veteran you wish to honor,
place their picture on one of the window sills in the sanctuary,
and if you wish, with any written information about them and
their service record. Those can be brought in the week before
or that Sunday morning before the service. Let’s show our respect and thanks to all who have dedicated themselves to the
service of our country and for peace.
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ThANkSgiViNg SUNDAY
COMMUNiTY MEAL
November 27—Dine-In or Take-Out
Celebrations of the harvest have long been a tradition of
many cultures and many faiths, and so has it been within
the church. From the Hebrew scriptures we hear that there are 3 different harvest
related feasts or holy days (Exodus 23, Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16) that were
celebrated by the people Israel. “Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival
for me. You are to observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you,
you are to eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month
Abib, because in it you came out of Egypt. No one is to appear before me empty handed. You are to observe the Festival of Harvest, celebrating the first fruits of your work
in planting the field, and the Festival of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you
gather the fruit of your work from the field. Three times a year all your males shall
appear in the presence of the Lord GOD.” (Ex. 23:14-17). Likewise, Jesus and his
disciples celebrated these festivals as well. And the early church and following generations have offered God our thanks for the abundance of food that we have been
blessed with (or in some cases, even meager harvests that were obtained).
We are a people surely blessed. Let us rejoice in that and give thanks to God by
continuing to find ways to share our bounty.
The Missions/Social Justice Team-sponsored free Community Meal will be held on Sunday,
Nov. 27 in the upstairs Fellowship Hall. Serving will be from 11:45-1pm. The menu will be a
variety of home made soups, including gluten-free and vegetarian, along with sandwiches.

Accustom yourself continually to
make many acts of love,
for they rekindle and melt the
soul.
St. Teresa of Avila

ATTENTION ALL SILENT AUCTION CONTRIBUTORS:
This year the Christmas Fair organizers are looking again for new and
very lightly used items for our Silent Auction. Hopefully the different committees and teams will also again donate an item or a theme basket for this
portion of the Fair. Also let's think outside the box and come up with some
creative ideas for this auction such as in the past. We have had someone
donate a monthly fresh baked pie as an item; a flight in their plane or a ride
on their boat; a day of repair work (materials not supplied); an hour art lesson for adults or children; or some totally new idea! Let's spice up this
year's Silent Auction. We haven't had one in three years.
Beth & Roger Haynes, Valerie and Mike Williams, and Nancy Brown
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Religious Education Team News - November, 2022
In the fall our Faith Foundation curriculum bases the weekly lessons on scripture
from the Old Testament. We have been studying Psalms (23, 51, 121, 146) when
the people are calling on God. Parents/guardians are encouraged to use a line from
one of the Psalms as a repeated prayer such as “Your kindness and love will always
be with me”, Psalm 23:6a
Our next group of scriptures are from I and II Kings speaking of exile and restoration.
This past Sunday we read about the building of Solomon’s temple and the thousands of workers who built it. We drew our own homes and thought of people who
are workers in our community who are often not thanked for their important but unnoticed jobs.

Important Dates/Events:
November 6th: Bowling Sunday at All Play Lanes in Belfast - We
have reserved 4 lanes so please let me know if you will be attending. This will be held from noon to 2 pm. All shoe rentals and lane
fees will be covered by the Youth Account. Families will pay for any
food purchased at the lanes. Please come and enjoy! You do not
need to know how to bowl. The little ones can have bumpers put
up on the lanes.
November 19th: Fair/Wreath Making - This will be a busy Saturday. Hopefully you can attend or help out at the Christmas Fair.
You also can help or participate in the Make Your Own Wreath Sale. Please speak to
Vicki Keller if you are interested in either of these activities. We need people to help
sell at the Fair but also put hangers on the wreaths before they are sold.
November 19th: (afternoon) Pilgrim Lodge Pies - After the Christmas Sale at
around 1 p.m. the Sunday School families and friends will be making pre-ordered
pies for Nov. 20th. The people ordering the pies will be able to
choose pumpkin, apple, pecan pies or cheesecakes. Please let
Beth Haynes or Jane Grant know if you want to help make them
on the 19th or if you would prefer to make them at home and
bring them in on Sunday. Also if you would like to help sell them
on Sunday,November 20th, please inform Jane Grant or Deb
Woodbury. Pies will be made in two sizes: large $20 and small $7. Proceeds from
the pies will continue to help increase our funds for the Pilgrim Lodge Scholarships
that will be needed next summer. Thank you so much for helping at any of these
church events.
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November 13th: Brother Advent training - This Sunday Pastor Joel will be
training any children that want to become a miniature Brother Advent. This will happen during the Sunday School time. Those that choose to take part in this will have
capes and beards, etc. to wear for the first Sunday in Advent, Nov. 27th, when Brother Advent comes to visit during the Children's Message. They will help Pastor Joel
to pass out the famous blue candy canes to those attending the worship service.
November 27th: Heifer Project International Mission Project - We have contributed to this mission in previous years but have not done anything for a number of
years. We will be basing our Christmas Pageant around this mission so you will be
seeing a number of animals in the play. For this mission, the children will decide on
which animals they want to fundraise for during the Sunday School class time. In
previous years we have purchased bees, ducks, chickens, goats
and sheep. We can also purchase partial animals such as donating half a cow. One year we split the money on animals and
the other half for school fees for girls. The Sunday School members always make these decisions before we ask for donations.
If you have a certain animal that you would like to see in our list
please talk with one of our students.
Thank you,
Beth Haynes, Director of Religious Education

Brother Advent Training!
Sunday, November 13th

This year, the Sunday School kids will have a chance to learn how to be a Brother or
Sister Advent! On Sunday, Nov. 13th Pastor Joel will go to Sunday School to share
with the students the secrets of being Brother Advent and how to bring the spirit of
Advent alive to others. Once they’ve received their training, those students who wish
to, can attend a short practice session on Saturday, Nov. 26th and then join in assisting Brother Advent when he comes to First Church on the First Sunday of Advent,
Nov. 27th.
If some of you, older youth or adult fans of the Brother, would also be interested in
learning to be a Brother or Sister Advent, please talk to Pastor Joel and he can set
up an additional training session for all of you!
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Scripture Study - Luke
Thursdays - 3:00 pm – Church Library
We meet every Thursday, from 3:00 to 4:00 pm in the church library. We are studying the gospel
of Luke and using essays from The Jewish Annotated New Testament, edited by Amy-Jill Levine
and Marc Zvi Brettler. This book is available from Left Bank Books or online. We also print copies
of the essays for each week and have them available on Sunday morning to be picked up.
Following are the chapters in Luke we will study:
Thursday, Nov. 3rd – Read chapters 10, 11 and 12
Thursday, Nov. 10th – Read chapters 13, 14 and 15
Thursday, Nov. 17th – Read chapters 16, 17 and 18
Thursday, Nov. 24th – NO CLASS/THANKSGIVING
(This schedule is subject to change – watch the Sunday bulletins for current information)
If you have any questions or are interested but cannot make this time slot, please talk to our pastors.
All are welcome to join us anytime!

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day
Committee

Every year The First Church in Belfast is host to an MLK Day event in January.
There is a group from the Belfast community that plans this event. They meet
monthly beginning is September each year and then more frequently the closer
it gets to the event date. The group includes Meredith Bruskin, Chloe Chun,
Bob Shaw, Art Jones, Ivy Lobato, Steve Wolfson, and our own Pastor Joel Krueger. Pastor Joel will be stepping down from the committee when he retires and
so is looking for someone from First Church to replace him on this committee.
If you have any interest in serving with this group, please talk to Pastor Joel.
Thank you.
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First Church in Belfast

8 O’Clock Service Club
The 8 O’Clock Club is a small but mighty dedicated group of folks. We warmly invite and encourage anyone who
would like to join us, to join us at our next meeting! We gather in the church library. ALL are welcome!

Please note:

The 8 O'Clock Service Club, starting in Jan. 2023 will hold their meetings on alternate
months, beginning with the January meeting. The Club is open to any member or friend
of First Church and all are welcomed to 'visit' our meetings at any time.We meet on the
second Thursday of the month at 2pm. Check with the Chairperson, Joan Mills for more
information.

TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE
A Transition Team has been formed, commissioned, and is tasked with finding an interim
or designated term minister for The First Church in Belfast. The interim or designated
term minister will join us after Pastors Kate and Joel retire on January 15, 2023. The
members of the team are Gretchen Daly, Dana Williams, Cathie Jorgensen, Josh
Kercsmar, and Todd Hall.
An interim minister usually serves for about 18 months until a new minister is found. The
time an interim serves can be extended. A designated term minister serves for a longer
period of time—usually 3 years. That time frame can also be extended. Ethically, an interim pastor cannot be asked to become the settled pastor. A designated term pastor can
serve for more than one term or be hired as the settled pastor. The Church Council voted
to allow the Transition Team to hire either an interim minister or a designated term minister so that the team will have the flexibility to hire the best candidate we can find.
The team has completed a document about The First Church and the qualities we are
seeking in a candidate. The document has been posted on the Maine and national UCC
websites by The Reverend Alexis Fuller-Wright who is the associate conference minister
advising the Transition Team.
Once we receive applications from candidates, we will review the applications and set up
interviews with the most viable candidates.
Our goal is to find the best candidate possible to lead our congregation and work with us
to further our ministry within The First Church family and in the local community, Maine,
and the world.
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LOVE LIGHT TREE CEREMONY November 27th
Every year at First Church, amidst the hurry and bustle moving us towards Christmas Day, church and community members share a quiet
evening remembering and celebrating loved ones during a special holiday event on the lawn of The First Church in Belfast.
The annual First Church "Love Light Tree" ceremony will be held Sunday, November 27th at 5:00 PM at the First Church in Belfast.
Prior to the event, we invite you to sponsor a tiny twinkling white light,
or a string of lights, in memory or honor of your friend, family, or community member. The program includes a public reading of area residents
who are no longer physically with us, followed
by the lighting of the living Christmas tree.
After the lights begin to glow, we will join our
voices as we sing a Christmas carol, before adjourning.
Individuals can have names added to the Love
Light list by purchasing an individual "Love
Light" or a "String of Love Lights". The contribution for a single light is $5 or $25 for a string of lights.
"Love Light" purchase order forms will be available in the office of The
First Church in Belfast at 8 Court Street, beginning on September 15th.
We understand that not everyone may be comfortable coming into the office. We would also be more than happy to email, or snail-mail an order
form.
Orders must be received no later than November 17th to be included in
the November 27th Love Light ceremony.
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The Social Justice
and Missions
Committee wants to say
THANK YOU!
We were able to use part of a bequest to
help the Waldo County Woodshed to replace
their truck.

Neighbors in Need UCC Offering
The Neighbors in Need offering which we will be receiving on October 30, November 6
and November 13 supports the UCC's ministries of justice and compassion throughout
the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts,
and direct service projects. Justice and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy
work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate
crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our
American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC's
Council for American Indian Ministries. Currently there are 20 UCC congregations on
reservations, and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation that are supported by the
Council.
With your assistance, we together can help our Neighbors in Need. The Missions and
Social Justice Team will be receiving this offering on October 30, November 6, and
November 13. Please note Neighbors in Need on the memo line, or specify on your

Pastor Joel shared this sermon, “Increase Our Faith!”
based on Luke 17:5-10, on World Communion Sunday,
October 2, 2022.
In the passage from Luke, the disciples
say to Jesus, “Increase our faith.” Actually, this
is a plea, as if they are begging, “Increase our
faith!” Why such a passionate request? Well,
we need to look at our context. Here in Luke,
Jesus has just told the parable of the rich man
and the poor man Lazarus (which we heard
Kate reflect on last week). How the rich man,
because of his sin, ended up in Hades, and that
the only way to escape that is by repentance.

Here in today’s passage, Jesus responds to their plea by saying, “If you had faith
as small as a grain of mustard seed, you could
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea’ and it would obey you.” In
Matthew, Jesus says a very similar thing.
There, instead of forgiveness, it has to do with
their inability to heal. There, Jesus says again,
“Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to
you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will
Then he warns the disciples about the
temptation to sin and especially for anyone who be impossible for you.” (Matt. 17:20-21).
causes another to sin, saying: “It would be betIt is to these teachings, that the disciples
ter for him if a millstone were hung around his
then plead to their teacher, “Increase our faith!”
neck and he were cast into the sea, than that
he should cause one of these little ones to sin/ And we can hear in this, a foretaste of what
they say to him when he teaches, “How hard it
stumble.” You can imagine the fear that may
is for those who have riches to enter the kinghave then grown within them, as they think of
dom of God! And their reply was “Then who
how often they have sinned and not repented.
can be saved?!” They do not see how any huAnd then he lays upon them these words man being can do these things he asks, can do
about forgiveness: “Take heed to yourselves; if what is required to enter the kingdom of God, to
your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, inherit eternal life. And Jesus’ response at that
forgive him;” Okay, that’s not so bad. I think we point is, “What is impossible with humans is
all can accept that instruction. If someone asks possible with God.” (18:27).
for forgiveness, and repents, owning up to what
The passage ends with Jesus giving a
they have done, yes, we should be able to forgive them. Though we know this may be diffi- hard teaching about servanthood. It ends with
Jesus saying to the disciples, “So you also,
cult, depending upon what offense/trespass
when you have done all that is commanded of
they have done to us.
you, say ‘We are unworthy servants/worthless
But then he adds: “and if he sins against slaves; we have only done what was our duty/
what we ought to have done!” Words that unyou seven times in the day, and turns to you
seven times, and says, ‘I repent,’ you must for- fortunately were certainly used to support the
give him.” And that last phrase, “You must for- institution of slavery of African Americans in the
give him” is not a suggestion, not an option, but American South and other places.
for Jesus this is an imperative! You MUST forBut the point that Jesus makes here, is
give! And in Matthew’s gospel, when Peter
asks how many times he must forgive a brother, that forgiving others, healing and curing others,
these are things that you can do (though they
“As many as seven times?” Jesus’ reply is, “I
may seem impossible to you) and that you
do not say to you seven times, but seventy
ought to do, you MUST DO! That you do them
times seven!” (Matt. 18:21-22)
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because it is right to do them. And you do them
without thought of being thanked for doing
them. For just as a servant/slave MUST DO
what their Master requires of them, so too
MUST YOU DO, what your Heavenly Parent
requires of you. And you can do these things
even if only you have faith as small as a mustard seed. Your faith need not be great, but it
must be all that you are. It must encompass
your whole being. Your faith must be your Master.

relationship, a friendship, not only between
Kowalski and Thao, but between him and their
entire family.

Kowalski will take Thao to his friend, the
barber, to learn how to “man-up”, that is, to talk
like a real man should talk, using vulgar and insulting language to greet one another and to
initiate conversation. Later he gets Thao a job
with a friend’s construction company. But the
gang continues to pressure Thao and terrorizes
the family, eventually raping Thao’s sister Sue.
On Friday, I watched a movie and I sug- In the end, Kowalski teaches Thao the hardest
gest it as your homework assignment. “Gran
lesson, what it truly means to be a man, and to
Torino.” It stars Clint Eastwood, who also pro- be a friend. And Thao, is blessed by this one
duced and directed the 2008 film. It’s about a
who essentially came to embody for him, the
crotchety old widower, Walt Kowalski, who lives love of Christ.
alone with his old Golden Lab Daisy in Highland
Park, Michigan, estranged from his family. A
Korean War vet and former assembly line workThe story portrays so well the evolution
er for Ford, his life without his wife of 50 years, of two characters, a lonely old man and a strugseems pointless, empty, and unfulfilling, except gling adolescent boy, both searching for meanfor his cigarette smoking and consumption of
ing and identity, seeking to overcome a sense
Pabst Blue Ribbon beer. He is frustrated and
of worthlessness each learning how valued they
angry about the changes happening in his
are in the sight of the other. The disciples of
neighborhood, now being populated by poor
Jesus were also searching. Struggling to unLaotian Hmong people and poisoned by the
derstand how they could possibly become all
gang violence that has robbed everyone of their that Jesus was calling them to be. They would
peace.
discover it only after his death, through their experience of the resurrection and of the embodiHis anger is heightened when the next- ment of the Holy Spirit in themselves and in the
door neighbor boy, Thao, attempts to steal his community of faith in which they gathered.
Gran Torino, being coerced into it by his cousins, attempting to initiate him into their gang.
We, as Christians, are called to embody
Kowalski intercepts the attempt and keeps
the life of Christ. To take him into ourselves,
Thao from being carried off by the gang,
just as we take in the bread and the cup, his
against his will. Kowalski’s prejudice and con- body and his blood, the essence of who he is.
fusion of his neighbor’s culture, language, and We may feel unworthy, worthless, incapable of
strange ways, increases, adding to his sense of being the kind of people Christ calls us to be,
isolation and loneliness.
struggling to love as God loves us, to have faith
even as small as a mustard seed. But on this
Enter into this, Thao’s older sister, Sue, day when we celebrate with the entire world,
who is unafraid of Kowalski, whom she refers to the meal that makes us all one, let us not foras “Wally” against his wishes. She comes to
get, that we are not alone, that we must learn
his house explaining that her brother has to do from one another how valued we are as servsome work for him as penance for his wrongdo- ants/slaves of God and of one another, and in
ing. Kowalski, grudgingly assigns the boy to
the power of the Holy Spirit, increase our faith
work on an old neighbor’s house, teaching him such that nothing will be impossible, in God’s
the basics of carpentry, giving him skills and an love. Amen.
interest, he did not possess, becoming a “role
model” for the boy, as Sue proclaims, though
Kowalski refuses to admit. And so, develops a
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It's wreath time...always such a joyous part of our church year!
There are many ways to get involved with this inspirational project.
The First Church is blessed to have a project so rich in history, tradition, and the ongoing commitment of volunteers.
The first dozen or so wreaths were decorated by several friends
from the Women’s League on Mrs. Clyde Holme’s kitchen table in the very early 1930's...and the project has operated continually
(without interruption) ever since...well over 80 years.
How amazing is that??

10” Memorial Window Wreath with Red Bow
Order Form- 2021

Name
Address
Phone
“In Loving Memory of:” or “In Honor of:” (please circle one)

Return to church office no later than November 20th
Window Wreath sponsorship ($12.00 each)

Please specify quantity: ______

TOTAL DUE (Checks made to “First Church Wreath Project”):
Wreaths will be hung outside sanctuary windows.
Forms should be returned to the church office.
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$______
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November Birthdays
3
6
8
9
11
12

17
20

Sarah Garbe
Val Williams
Carl Goodwin-Moore
Erika Latty
Rylee Smith
Jim Kuffert
Rachael Lynch
Sylvia Wing
Kenn Ortmann
Jane Grant
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November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Nar-Anon-1:00
pm/Library

6
Choir practice –
8:30 am/ Sanctuary
Missions/SJ11:30 am /Library
Children’s Choir11:30 am/
Sanctuary
R.E. Pie Sale

13
Choir practice –
8:30 am/ Sanctuary

7
Knitting-2:00 pm/
Library

14

8

9

Food Cupboard Nar-Anon-1:00
Brd-5:00 pm/ Par- pm/Library
lor
PEO-12:30-4/
library

15

16

Knitting-2:00 pm/ Trustees-4:00 pm/ Nar-Anon-1:00
Library
Library
pm/Library

Children’s Choir11:30 am/
Sanctuary

Adult Bible Study- Bridge-12-4:00
3:00 pm
pm/Parlor
Flying Shoes 5:00
Diaconate-6:00 pm- 11:00 pm /
pm/Library
Fellowship Hall

10
8 O’Clock-2:00
pm/Library

11
Bridge-12-4:00
pm/Parlor

Adult Bible Study- Food Cupboard
3:00 pm
Distribution

17

18

Bridge-12-4:00
Stewardship –
pm/Parlor
1:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
-3:00 pm

12
Drop off pies-1012:00 pm
Pie-Making 3:00
pm

19
Christmas Fair/
Make Your Own
Wreath- 9-1:00
pm
Pie Making- 1:00
pm

R.E. Pie Sale

20

Choir practice –
8:30 / Sanctuary
Council-11:30/
Library

21
Knitting-2:00 pm/
Library

22

23

Deadline for Mes- Nar-Anon-1:00
senger
pm/Library

R.E. Pie Sale
Pick-Up

28

Choir practice –
8:30 / Sanctuary
Community Meal
– 11:30 / TBD
Children’s Choir11:30 /Sanctuary

Knitting-2:00 pm/
Library

Happy
Thanksgiving!
Pj and Pancake
Breakfast – 9:00
am – 12 noon /
Pastors Joel and
Kate)

Children’s Choir11:30 /Sanctuary

27

24

29

30
Nar-Anon-1:00
pm/Library

23

25
Bridge-12-4:00
pm/Parlor

26
Make Your Own
Wreath- 9-1:00
pm

